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Editorial

Hey Readers!

April 2010 has flown by and May seems to be passing just as quickly!
Within no time whatsoever, exams will be upon us, summer will have crept into
the past, and September 2010 will have arrived, bringing with it the dawn of a
new school year. Exciting, isn t it? Assuming you are the typical high school
student, you re response is probably an unenthusiastic No. But, The A. Y.
Oracle would like to convince you otherwise

Before you ask, we are sane, and we d like to emphasize the fact that
going to school can be a truly rewarding, and enjoyable, experience. Take the
initiative to seek out opportunities to get involved, as A. Y. Jackson offers many
of them.

The vast number of trips our students can choose to go on is an excellent
example. In April and May alone, students have visited Spain, China, Winnipeg,
Boston and Stratford. An article discussing the various travelling opportunities
offered by the school can be read on page 11. Next year s school trips, which will
take students to locations such as Greece and New York, are already being
arranged.

The number of events being organized by the students at our school is
enormous. On May 15", The 2010 Kenya Run took place, which was the product
of plenty of hard work on the part of A. Y. s compassionate students and
teachers. Furthermore, A. Y. s Grade 12 International business students are
currently organizing a dinner and silent auction to support the Malika Suraia
Elementary School in Jaji, Afghanistan. (Would you like to learn more? An
excellent article can be read on page 17).

So the next time you complain about A. Y. being a dull, uneventful
school, think again. Read an issue of the A. Y. Oracle. Consider what our
outstanding staff and students have achieved.

Enjoy Issue #5!

-Maha Ansari and Sayana lzmailova
The Editors.
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The 2010 Kenya Run

At 9:30 am on Saturday, May 15", 2010, our school held its second annual Kenya Run.
For a minimum donation of $25 (which includes a t-shirt), one could run or walk 5 or 10
kilometers to help support Lwak Girl’'s School, located in one of the poorest parts of Kenya. |
interviewed Mrs. Belanger, who helped organize the event.

Our school supports two girls and helps them attend school, and any extra money raised
goes to support more girls. Originally, there were nine girls in the program, and now there are
seventy-three.

The first fundraiser for Kenya was a dinner, and last year the students suggested holding a
fun run. It raised $10 000, and had 130 participants, and they are hoping to have even more
participants this year. The high commissioner of Kenya attended last year’s run, and his staff
also participated. To everyone’s delight, he attended again this year.

| asked Mrs. Belanger, who is also organizing a fundraiser for a school in Afghanistan, how
she is able to juggle her charity work with her teaching duties. She said that a lot of the
activities she helps coordinate are student-led, and that doing charity work is “very rewarding.”
She said that she is “busy, but it's fun.”

“If you have a lot in life,” she says, “it is your responsibility to help people who don't.”

By Madison McSweeney
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